PA-USAG Board Meeting
07/21/2015
Harrisburg, PA

The meeting was called to order by PA-USAG Chairperson Donna Guenther at 4:00pm.                   

Board members present: Donna Guenther, Jill Morris, Mike Vanim, Lynn Ross, Rich Fiorintino, Karen Clark, Cara Jane Blumenschein, Tammy Nulph, Terry McGirk, Kevin Pope, Barb Cutillo, Jane Caruso, Gene Speer, Steve Heasley, Bridgette Hild and Melanie Sheriff.
1. Introduction of new board members Bridgette Hild and Melanie Sheriff.
2. The Regional Board has decided that as of 2016, gymnasts must obtain a score of at least 36.00AA at JO Nationals or Level 9 Easterns in order to be eligible for the Region 7 High Performance Clinic.
3. USAG has made the rule that level 8 gymnasts are only required to compete one vault.  If they choose to do a second vault they MUST take the score for that second vault. This rule is designed to increase safety at that specific level on that specific event.  There are currently no plans to include other levels in this.
4. Pennsylvania has enacted new background check requirements for any individual working with children.  This LAW requires the completion of three different background checks. A PA child abuse check, a PA criminal check, and a FBI background check with fingerprints. A link has been posted to the PA Gymnastics web site that explains the procedure.  Please understand that this is a Pennsylvania state law and does not replace the USAG background check that still is required.
5. A motion was made that starting this season all Pennsylvania clubs be required to submit their team rosters online through the company MeetMaker.  More information regarding the procedure for this will be available on the state web site.  This is being done to streamline the submission of team rosters as well as simplify entries into PA state competitions.  The vote to accept this policy was unanimous. Motion passed.
6. A motion was made that the PA level declaration date and the Individual Event Specialist (IES) declaration date both be February 1st.  Vote 10 for 5 opposed.  Motion passed. 

7. All qualification scores will remain the same as last season

8. Discussion was had on whether a level 2 state meet was needed.  There was concern expressed that competition for children this young may not be healthy.  It was decided that there is no current need for such a competition and the board will revisit the matter as the need arises.
9. A motion was made that a 30 minute stretch time is required prior to competition at all Pennsylvania state meets. A vote was 12-3 in favor.  Motion passed.
10. A motion was made to change Pennsylvania State competition age groups  for Level 5 and above to help even out the number of gymnasts in each session.  The total number of entries for each state meet will be sorted by birthdate and then divided equally by the number of sessions being held. A vote was 14 for and 1 abstention.  Motion passed.
11.  A motion was made to provide state shirts for the coaches to wear at level 8 Regionals. A vote was unanimous.  Motion passed.
12. A motion was made that any club not following state guidelines when hosting a state competition will forfeit their right to host a PA state meet for a minimum of one year. A vote was unanimous.  Motion passed.

13. A motion was made to increase the admission for state competitions $10.00 for meets held at an outside venue and $7.00 for meets held in gym.   A vote was 14-1.  Motion passed.

14. A motion was made to increase the entry fees for state competitions to the following: $85.00 for any meet with two judge panels, and $100.00 for any meet with four judge panels.  Currently levels 3-6 have two judge panels and levels 7-10 have four judge panels.  A vote was 11-3 with 1 abstention.  Motion passed.

15. A motion was made to have a four judge panel at level 7.  A vote was unanimous.  Motion passed.
16.  Meet bids for the upcoming 2015-2016 season were reviewed and assigned by vote. The following clubs have been selected to host the 2016 State Competitions. There is a Competition Bid committee. (any board member that is affiliated with a club that has entered a State bid, must leave the room prior to the assigning of the State Competitions).
LEVEL 3:  WEST- Gym Dandy’s, EAST-Central Bucks
LEVEL 4:  WEST- Xquisite, EAST-Cumberland
LEVEL 5:  Dynamats
XCEL:  Somerton
LEVEL 6:  Berks
LEVEL 7:  Berks East
LEVEL 8:  Aerials
LEVEL 9/10: Rainbow Gymnastics
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kevin Pope

Record Keeper

PA-USA Gymnastics 

